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Project to increase
river fish habitat .

CHIPPEWA BAY: Ducks Unlimited plans
to cut channels, potholes through-cattail .

‘By AMANDA PURCELL
JOHNSON NEWSPAPERS

HAMMOND - A tunnel con-
necting one side of the St. Law-
rence River channel to the oth-
er could lead to more fishing in
thearea. |

Ducks Unlimited, an inter-
national nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to the conser-
vation of wildlife habitats, is
building a tunnel that will con-
nect both sides of a point east
of Chippewa Bay.

Ducks Unlimited regional
biologist Sarah K. Fleming said
the goal of the Fergiison Point
project is to provide spawning
habitats for northern pike and

- toopen the area to marsh birds,

waterfowl and other wetland
species,
“Lake Ontario has seen a dras-

tic loss of marsh-meadow habi-

tat, which is a required habitat
of spawning northern pike,” Ms.
Fleming said. “The loss of marsh
meadow and increase in non-
native cattail has reduced avail-
able spawning areas,”

Cattails acted as barriers,
and with reduced marsh mead-
ow, northern pike were unable
to spawn in historical locations
along Lake Ontario.

“The fish need marsh mead-
ow habitat in order to spawn,”
Ms. Fleming said.

As a way to curtail the prob-
lem, Ducks Unlimited is imple-
menting a restoration project
to help increase channels and
potholes that the fish can use
for spawning,

“They cut channels and
potholes in the cattail to allow
them to access areas that they
are no longer able to reach due

to the dense stands of cattail;”
Ms. Fleming said.
The project is one of many
taking place along the St, Law-
rence River to increasé fish
populations. '
“We have recently complet/
ed a similar project on private
land in Alexandria Bay and th
French Creek Wildlife Manage‘;;
ment Area,” Ms, Fleming said
“Those two projects are alsq
through the Great Lakes Resto;
ration Initiative and in partner:
ship with NOAA, NYSDEC ax
SUNY-ESF. SUNY ESF is moni-
toring the site conditions and
making sure the restorations
are functioning and the fish;
birds and plant communities
arethriving.” 13
SUNY College of Environ?
mental Science and Forests
ry, Syracuse, has monitored
plants, fish and birds posts
restoration, to ensure the sité
is functioning as designed and
benefiting the targeted species!
So far the results have bee§
positive, ‘ 3
“SUNY ESF students are al-
ready capturing juvenile pike
in potholes only months after

~

- construction was completed,

which is really exciting,”
Fleming said.

The project will cost a little
more than $75,000, and will be
completed as early as March;
pending permitapproval. |

Ducks Unlimited will work
with alocal contractor, and usé
a long-reach excavator to cut
channels and potholes within
the cattail, )

The channels and potholes
will be placed in locations that
mimic historical conditions,
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